A solution of potassium hydroxide (6.25 g, 0.11 mol) in ethanol (25 ml) was added slowly to a mixture of dichloroacetophenone (18.8 g, 0.01 mol) and N-dimethyl benzaldehyde (14.9 g, 0.01 mol) in a conical flask. After stirring for two hours, the precipitate was filtered and recrystallized from ethanol to give pale orange crystals.
In the title compound, C 17 H 15 Cl 2 NO, the dimethylaminophenyl group is close to coplanar with the central propenone group [dihedral angle = 13.1 (1) between the mean planes], while the dichlorophenyl group is twisted from the plane [dihedral angle = 64.0 (1) ]. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO and weak C-HÁ Á Á interactions are formed between molecules. Mo K radiation = 0.41 mm À1 T = 290 K 0.25 Â 0.15 Â 0.07 mm
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Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.923, T max = 0.972 11540 measured reflections 2908 independent reflections 2039 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.031 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.042 wR(F 2 ) = 0.106 S = 1.03 2908 reflections 192 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.20 e Å À3 Á min = À0.17 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 . Cg1 is the centroid of the C10-C15 ring.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2004); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1993) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level for non-H atoms. H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radius. 
Figures
R[F 2 > 2σ(F 2 )] = 0.042 H-atom parameters constrained wR(F 2 ) = 0.106 w = 1/[σ 2 (F o 2 ) + (0.0505P) 2 + 0.1972P] where P = (F o 2 + 2F c 2 )/3 S = 1.03 (Δ/σ) max < 0.
